Specif icati on 

Title of the Invention 

IMAGE SIGNAL ENCODING DEVICE AND IMAGE SIGNAL ENCODING METHOD 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an image signal encoding 
device, an image signal encoding method or the like. 

Description of the Prior Art 

In an image signal recorder for recording digital image 
signals, modes for recording SDTV signals include two types 
of modes, a standard mode and a high compression mode for 
long-duration recording. (The both modes are standardized 
in Specifications of Consumer-Use Digital VCRs of HD Digital 
VCR Conference , and the standard mode and the high compression 
mode are described in Part 2 and Part 6, respectively.) 

FIG. 3 is an illustrative view for illustrating a 
compressing method in a conventional example, and now 
explanations will be presented using FIG. 3. In each of the 
standard and high compression modes , rate conversion and block 
formation are performed in accordance with procedures 
described below, for input image signals equal to one frame 
constituted by a luminescence signal (Y) having 72 0 horizontal 
pixels and 480 vertical lines and two color-difference signals 
(Cr, Cb) having 360 horizontal pixels and 480 vertical lines. 



First, in the standard mode, input Cr and Cb are 
horizontally subsampled to one-half of what they are, whereby 
rate conversion is performed to render the number of samples 
horizontal 180 pixels and vertical 480 lines. Then, with 
a DCT block constituted by horizontal 8 pixels and vertical 
8 lines as a base, a macro block is constructed from four 
DCT blocks of Y and DCT blocks of Cr and Cb placed in the 
same position on the screen, and the input image signal is 
split into 1350 macro blocks. Here, a pattern constituted 
by four DCT blocks of Y in a horizontal direction is shown 
as a macro block of the standard mode in this figure, but 
the configuration of a rightmost macro block is slightly 
different. As to this, no description is presented because 
it is not related to the true nature of the invention. 

Then, the high compression mode will be described. In 
the high compression mode, the input Y is subsampled to 
three-quarters of what it is , and Cr and Cb are subsampled 
horizontally to one-half and vertically to one-half of what 
they are to perform rate conversion. In this way, Yis rendered 
horizontal 540 pixels and vertical 480 lines, and Cr and Cb 
are rendered horizontal 180 pixels and vertical 240 lines. 
Then, a macro block is constructed from six DCT b.locks of 
Y and DCT blocks of Cr and Cb placed in the same position 
on the screen, and the input signal is split into 675 macro 
blocks . Here , for the high compression mode , the macro block 
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shown in the figure is different in configuration from the 
rightmost macro block as in the case of the standard mode. 

For macro blocks created as described above, in both 
standard and high compression modes, five macro blocks 
positioned separately from one another on the screen are 
collected to form a compression unit, and then compression 
is performed. This compression is carried out so that a mean 
compressed data per one micro block is rendered 77 bytes 
together with additional information, namely one compression 
unit is rendered 385 bytes. But, because each image data of 
the five macro blocks consisting the compression unit is 
different each other, an amount of compressed date of each 
macro block is not necessarily the same. 

Then, the one encoded macro block is made to correspond 
to a 77-byte block called a sync block whose area for placing 
data by each DCT block is predetermined as an initial value, 
and compressed data is placed therein, thereby creating 
compressed data. In this case, pieces of DCT block in one 
macro block is equal to that in one sync block, and the DCT 
block of the macro block corresponds the DCT block of the 
sync block with a ratio 1 to 1 . 

In FIG. 3, as initial values, 14 bytes and 10 bytes are 
assigned to the DCT block of the luminescence signal and the 
DCT block of the color-difference signal, respectively, at 
the time of the standard mode, and 10 bytes and 8 bytes are 
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assigned to the DCT block of the luminescence signal and the 
DCT block of the color-difference signal, respectively, at 
the time of the high compression mode. 

Compressed data of each DCT block of each macro block 
is first placed in an area of corresponding DCT block of each 
sync block corresponding to each macro block, and then in 
the case that the compressed data can not be placed in the 
whole area, that is, the compressed data overflows, a part 
of the data that can not be placed is placed the area of the 
other DCT block which has enough area in the same sync block. 

Further, In the case that there is no DCT block which 
has enough area to be placed, a part of the data that can 
not be placed is placed the area of DCT block of other sync 
block which has enough area in the same compression unit. 

As a consequence of encoding in this way, in the standard 
mode, since the input image signal of 166 Mbps is converted 
into that of 124 Mbps by rate conversion, which is then 
compressed to 25 Mbps, the compression rate for the signal 
after rate conversion is 1/5. In the high compression mode, 
on the other hand, since the input image signal is converted 
into that of 83 Mbps by rate conversion, which is then 
compressed to 12.5 Mbps, the compression rate for the signal 
after rate conversion is 1/6.6. 

As described above, in an image signal encoding device, 
input sampling and macro block structures are changed , thereby 

_ 4 _ 



making it possible to realize compression of the same signal 
in two modes. 

However, in the aforesaid conventional example , the total 
number of DCT blocks in the macro block is 6 for the standard 
mode, but is 8 for the high compression mode, and therefore 
it varies for each compression mode. 

Therefore, the hardware of the image signal encoding 
device needs to be designed such that the both patterns can 
be treated, thus increasing the scale of circuits. 

Also, in the aforesaid conventional example, adjustment 
is often made so that the compression rate of red color is 
lower than that of blue color because color degradation is 
significant in the decoded signal. That is, the amount of 
generated codes of red-color data is greater than that of 
blue-color data. This has been responsible for degradation 
of image quality especially during high-speed playback. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made considering the 
aforesaid problems , and its obj ect is to obtain an image signal 
encoding device, an image signal encoding method, a medium 
and an information aggregate, not involving increase in the 
scale of circuits , irrespective of types of compression modes . 

Also, it is an object of the present invention to obtain 
an image signal encoding device, an image signal encoding 
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method, a medium and an information aggregate, in which 
degradation of image quality is prevented even during 
high-speed playback. 

The 1st invention of the present invention is an image 
signal encoding device comprising at least encoding means 
of dividing a luminescence signal and color-difference 
signals of image signals into macro blocks having a plurality 
of sub macro blocks and encoding data of the macro blocks 
with use of any one of a plurality of compression modes of 
which compression rate is different each other, 

wherein the total numbers of sub macro blocks in said 
each macro block are the same for the use of said all kinds 
of compression modes. 

The 2nd invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding device according to 1st invention, wherein 
in said macro block, the ratio between sub macro blocks of 
said luminescence signal and sub macro blocks of said 
color-difference signals varies depending on said each 
compression modes. 

The 3rd invention of the present invention is an image 
signal encoding device comprising at least encoding means 
of dividing a luminescence signal and a color-difference 
signal of image signals into units of macro block having a 
plurality of sub macro blocks, and encoding data in the macro 
block ; 
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placing means of placing encoded data into sync blocks 
each having a predetermined number of sub sync blocks each 
assigned a predetermined initial amount of codes, 

wherein said placing means arranges the assignment of 
said predetermined initial amount of codes to each said sub 
sync block in said sync block so that that for said sub sync 
block of said color-difference signal of red color is different 
from that for said sub sync block of said color-difference 
signal of blue color. 

The 4th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding device according to 3rd invention, wherein 
the assignment of said predetermined initial amount of codes 
to each said sub sync block in said sync block is defined 
so that that for said sub sync block of said color-difference 
signal of red color is greater than that for said sub sync 
block of said color-difference signal of blue color. 

The 5th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding device according to 3rd invention, wherein 
the assignment of said predetermined initial amount of codes 
to each said sub sync block in said sync block is defined 
so that that for sub sync block of said color-difference signal 
of red color equals that for sub sync block of said luminescence 
signal . 

The 6th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding device according to 3rd invention, wherein 



the assignment of said predetermined initial amount of codes 
to each said sub sync block in said sync block is defined 
so that the ratio thereof among sub sync block of said 
luminescence signal and sub sync block of said 
color-difference signal of red color and sub sync block of 
said color-difference signal of blue color is 5 : 5 : 4 . 

The 7th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding device according to any one of 1st to 6th 
inventions, further comprising rate converting means of 
switching a kind of rate conversion with band limitation 
applied to said image signals, in accordance with the type 
of said compression mode, 

wherein said encoding means equalizes the compression 
rates of said image signals subjected to rate-conversion, 
in all said compression modes. 

The 8th invention of the present invention is an image 
signal encoding method comprising at least an encoding step 
of dividing a luminescence signal and color-difference 
signals of image signals into macro blocks having a plurality 
of sub macro blocks, and encoding data of the macro blocks 
with use of any one of a plurality of compression modes of 
which compression rate is different each other, 

wherein the total numbers of sub macro blocks in said 
macro block are the same for the use of said all kind of 
compression modes. 
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The 9th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding method according to 8th invention, wherein 
in said macro block, the ratio between sub macro blocks of 
said encoded luminescence signal and sub macro blocks of said 
encoded color-difference signals varies depending on said 
each compression modes. 

The 10th invention of the present invention is an image 
signal encoding method comprising at least an encoding step 
of dividing a luminescence signal and a color-difference 
signal of image signals into units of macro block having a 
plurality of sub macro blocks, and encoding data in the macro 
blocks ; 

placing steps of placing encoded data into sync blocks each 
having a predeterminednumber of sub sync blocks each assigned 
a predetermined initial amount of codes, 

wherein in said placing step, the assignment of said 
predetermined initial amount of codes to each said sub sync 
block in said sync block is arranged so that that for said 
sub sync block of said color-difference signal of red color 
is different from that for said sub sync block of said 
color-difference signal of blue color. 

The 11th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding method according to 10th invention, wherein 
the assignment of said predetermined initial amount of codes 
to each said sub sync block in said sync block is defined 
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so that that for said sub sync block of said color-difference 
signal of red color is greater than that for said sub sync 
block of said color-difference signal of blue color. 

The 12th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding method according to 10th invention, wherein 
the assignment of said predetermined initial amount of codes 
to each said sub sync block in said sync block is defined 
so that that for sub sync block of said color-difference signal 
of red color equals that sub sync block of for said luminescence 
signal . 

The 13th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding method according to 10th invention, wherein 
the assignment of said predetermined initial amount of codes 
to each said sub sync block in said" sync block is defined 
so that the ratio thereof among sub sync block of said 
luminescence signal and sub sync block of said 
color-difference signal of red color and sub sync block of 
said color-difference signal of blue color is 5 : 5 : 4. 

The 14th invention of the present invention is the image 
signal encoding method according to any one of 8th to 13th 
inventions, further comprising a rate converting step of 
switching a kind of rate conversion with band limitation 
applied to said image signals in accordance with the type 
of said compression mode, 



wherein in said encoding step, the compression rates 
of said image signals subjected to rate conversion are 
equalized in all said compression modes. 

The 15th invention of the present invention is a program 
for making a computer serve as the encoding means of dividing 
a luminescence signal and color-difference signals of image 
signals into macro blocks having a plurality of sub macro 
blocks and encoding the macro blocks selectively in any one 
of a plurality of compression modes of which compressing late 
is different each other in the image signal encoding device 
according to 1st invention. 

The 16th invention of the present invention is a program 
for making a computer serve as all or a part of the encoding 
means of dividing a luminescence signal and a color-difference 
signal of image signals into units of macro block having a 
plurality of sub macro blocks , and encording data in the macro 
block , 

and placing means of placing encoded data into sync blocks 
each having a predetermined number of sub sync blocks each 
assigned a predetermined initial amount of codes in the image 
signal encoding device according to 3rd invention. 

An image signal encoding method of the present invention 
as described above is an image signal encoding method in which 
the input image signal is compressed in any one of the standard 
compression mode or the high compression mode for performing 



compression to lower compression rates compared to the 
standard compression mode, wherein a macro block consisting 
of two or more blocks that are the smallest units of compression 
for use in compression of the input image signal is configured 
in such a way that the number of blocks in the macro block 
is made constant and the rate between blocks of the luminescence 
signal and blocks of color-difference signal in the macro 
block is changed by the compression mode. In this way, even 
if the compression mode is changed and the configuration of 
the macro block is changed, the number of DCT blocks in the 
macro block remains the same, thus making it possible to treat 
the both modes without increasing the scale of circuits. 

Also , another image signal encoding method of the present 
invention is an image signal encoding method in which the 
input image signal is split into macro blocks, and the macro 
blocks are compressed to create compressed blocks of 
predetermined formats, wherein the assignment of the initial 
amount of codes that is defined in the compressed block for 
block being the smallest units of compression constituting 
the macro block is changed by two types of signals of the 
input image signal; the red color signal and the blue color 
signal . 

In this way, much of red color signals that are more 
apt to increase in the amount of generated codes than blue 
color signals can be placed in the compressed block, thus 



enabling improvement of image quality during high-speed 
playback. 

Also, another image signal encoding method of the present 
invention is an image signal encoding method in which the 
input image signal is compressed in any one of the standard 
compression mode or the high compression mode for performing 
compression to lower compression rates compared to the 
standard compression mode , wherein the rate converting method 
with band limitation applied to' the input image signal is 
changed in accordance with the compression mode, the same 
number of blocks being the smallest units of compression for 
use in compression of the input image signal subjected to 
the rate conversion are collected to configure the macro block , 
irrespective of compression modes, and the compression rate 
of the image signal subjected to the rate conversion is made 
to be the same for all the compression modes. 

Also, another image signal encoding device of the 
invention comprises mode defining means for defining mode 
information about whether the compression for the input image 
signal is performed by the standard compression mode or the 
high compression mode for compression to lower compression 
rates compared to the standard compression mode, rate 
converting means for changing the rate converting method with 
band limitation to the input image signal in accordance with 
the mode information, shuffling means for dividing the input 



image signal subjected to rate conversion into macro blocks 
consisting of a two or more blocks being the smallest units 
of compression to perform shuffling, orthogonal transforming 
means for subj ecting blocks to discrete cosine transformation , 
quantizing means for quantizing the blocks subjected to 
orthogonal transformation, variable-length coding means for 
subjecting the quantized blocks to variable-length coding, 
and compressed data creating means for combining the blocks 
subjected to variable-length coding with additional 
information by each macro block to create compressed blocks, 
wherein the macro block in the shuffling means is comprised 
of a predetermined number of blocks, and the rate between 
the above described blocks of the luminescence signal and 
the above described blocks of the color-difference signal 
is changed by the mode information. 

Also , another image signal encoding device of the present 
invention comprises shuffling means for dividing the input 
image signal into macro blocks consisting of two or more blocks 
being the smallest units of compression to perform shuffling, 
orthogonal transforming means for subjecting the blocks to 
discrete cosine transformation, quantizing means for 
quantizing the blocks subj ectedto orthogonal transformation, 
variable-length coding means for subjecting the quantized 
blocks to variable-length coding, and compressed block 
creating means for combining the blocks subjected to 
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variable-length coding with additional information by each 
macro block, to create compressed blocks, wherein the 
compressed block creating means changes the assignment of 
the initial amount of codes that is defined in the compressed 
block for blocks constituting the macro block, by two types 
of color-difference signals of the input image signal; the 
red color signal and the blue color signal 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an illustrative view for illustrating 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram for illustrating Embodiment 

2 . 

FIG. 3 is an illustrative view for illustrating a 
conventional example. 

Description of Symbols 

201 Input terminal 

202 Compression mode setting device 

203 Filter device 

204 Shuffling device 

205 Orthogonal transform device 

206 Quantizing device 

207 Variable-length coding device 
2 08 Formatting device 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention will be described 
below referring to the drawings. 
(Embodiment 1) 

Embodiment 1 will be described below using the drawings . 
FIG . 1 is an illustrative view for illustrating an image signal 
encoding method of Embodiment 1 of the present invention. 
This embodiment also has two compression modes, a standard 
mode and a high compression mode, as in the case of prior 
arts . 

First, as input image signals, a luminescence signal 
(hereinafter referred to as Y) having 1920 horizontal pixels 
and 1080 vertical lines and two color-difference signals 
(hereinafter referred to as Cr and Cb, respectively) having 
960 horizontal pixels and 1080 vertical lines , which are equal 
to one frame, are inputted. First, a method of compression 
for this input signal in the standard mode will be described. 

In the standard mode, all of Y, Cr and Cb that are input 
signals are rate-converted to 2/3 horizontally. Thereby, 
the input image signals are each converted into Y having 1280 
horizontal pixels and 1080 vertical lines and, Cr and Cb having 
640 horizontal pixels and 1080 vertical lines. 

At this time, with a sub macro block based on a DCT block 
consisting of horizontal 8 pixels and vertical 8 lines on 
the screen, a macro block (4Y + 2Cr + 2Cb) is constructed 
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from four DCT blocks of Y , two DCT blocks of Cr and two DCT 
blocks of Cb, a total of eight DCT blocks (sub macro blocks) , 
which are in the same position on the screen, thereby dividing 
the input image signal into macro blocks. 

At this time, for 1072 lines from the top of the input 
image signal, the DCT block arrangement of Y and the DCT block 
arrangement of Cr and Cb in the macro block are made to be 
horizontal 2 X vertical 2 and horizontal 1 X vertical 2, 
respectively . 

From the aforesaid operation, 80 macro blocks in the 
horizontal direction and 67 macro blocks in the vertical 
direction, a total of 5360 macro blocks are obtained. On 
the other hand, for the part of remaining eight lines, the 
DCT block arrangement of Y and the DCT block arrangement of 
Cr and Cb in the macro block are made to be horizontal 4 X 
vertical 1 and horizontal 2 x vertical 1, respectively. By 
this, 40 macro blocks in the horizontal direction and one 
macro block in the vertical direction, a total of 40 macro 
blocks are constructed. 

From the aforesaid operation, in the standard mode , input 
image signals equal to one frame can be divided into 5400 
macro blocks . 

Now, a compression mode in the high compression mode 
will be described. In the high compression mode, a 
luminescence signal Y are rate-converted to 1/2 horizontally , 



and two color-different signals Cr and Cb are rate-converted 
to 1/3 horizontally and to 1/2 vertically, respectively. And 
a macro block (6Y + Cr +Cb) is constructed from six DCT blocks 
of Y, and DCT blocks of Cr and Cb , a total of eight DCT blocks , 
which are in the same position on the screen, thereby dividing 
the input image signal into macro blocks. 

At this time, for 1072 lines from the top of the input 
image signal, the DCT block arrangement of Y in the macro 
block is made to be horizontal 3 X vertical 2. By this, 40 
macro blocks in the horizontal direction and 67 macro blocks 
in the vertical direction, a total of 2680 macro blocks are 
constructed . 

On the other hand, for the part of remaining 8 lines, 
the DCT block arrangement of Y in the macro block is made 
to be horizontal 6 X vertical 1, and for Cr and Cb , data of 
horizontal 16 pixels and vertical 8 lines is rearranged to 
data of horizontal 8 pixels and vertical 8 lines to construct 
the DCT block. By this, 20 macro blocks in the horizontal 
direction and one macro block in the vertical direction, a 
total of 20 macro blocks are constructed. 

From the aforesaid operation, in the high compression 
mode, input image signals equal to one frame can be divided 
into 2700 macro blocks. 

Then, in both standard and high compression modes, five 
macro blocks positioned separately from one another on the 
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screen are collected to form a compression unit, as in the 
case of the conventional example. Compression is carried 
out so that one micro block is rendered 77 bytes together 
with additional information, namely one compression unit is 
rendered 385 bytes. Next, the one encoded macro block is made 
to correspond to one sync block of 77-byte each having a 
plurality of sub sync blocks each assigned with predetermined 
initial amount of compression and each based on DCT block, 
thereby placing data in the sync block to create compressed 
data. Here, the number of sub macro blocks in one macro block 
is equal to the number of sub sync block in one sync block, 
and a sub macro block in one macro block is corresponding 
to a sub sync block in one sync block, respectively. 

Also, the placement of the data in the sync block is, as 
the conventional example, performed as follows: first, the 
compressed data of each sub macro block in the macro block 
is placed as much as possible into each predetermined sub 
sync block which is corresponding to each sub macro block. 

Next, in the case that the whole data can not be placed 
in predetermined sub sync block, a part of the data that can 
not be placed in the predetermined sub sync block is made 
place to the other sub sync block which has empty area even 
when data of corresponding sub macro block is placed. 

Here , in this embodiment , since the numbers of DCT blocks 
in the macro block for both standard mode and high compression 
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mode are the same, with respect to the sum of the numbers 
of Y and Cr and Cb, it can be considered that structures in 
the sync block for recording compressed data are the same. 
By this , the sync block format can be shared in either standard 
or high compression mode, thus allowing circuit designs to 
be simplified. 

Also, as described with the conventional example, the 
assignment of areas to each DCT block in the sync block is 
usually defined so that larger areas are assigned to Y than 
to Cr and Cb, but in the standard mode of this embodiment, 
areas as large as those assigned to Y are assigned to two 
DCT blocks of Cr of the color-difference signal, and, the 
assignment of areas to the DCT block of Cr is made larger 
than that of Cb . Also, the ratio of each amount of compression 
assigned to DCT block of Y, DCT block of Cr and DCT block 
of Cb in the sync block is as follows: Y: Cr: Cb=5 : 5 : 4 . This 
is for the purpose of achieving sharing with the high 
compression mode , but brings about effects in addition thereto . 
Those aspects will be described. 

A large area is assigned to Cr , thereby making it possible 
to record a larger amount of data of Cr in the same sync block 
as a matter of course. In compression involving adaptive 
quantization , adj ustment is often made so that the compression 
rate for red color is lower than that for blue color because 
color degradation is significant. That is, data of red color 
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is apt to increase in the amount of generated codes compared 
to data of blue color. 

In contrast to this, as described before, by assigning 
more areas and assigning a larger amount of data to Cr than 
to Cb, image quality during high-speed playback allowing only 
data in the same sync block to be played back can be improved, 
compared to cases where Cr and Cb are recorded equally. This 
effect occurs in response to the assignment of areas in the 
sync block, and the same effect is also obtained in cases 
other than where two types of modes are provided as in this 
embodiment. For example, the same effect is obtained in 
realizing an image signal compression method having unique 
compression mode . In a word, in the present invention of image 
signal compression method, if a larger amount of codes are 
assigned to sub sync block of Cr than that of Cb in the sync 
block, the same result can be obtained irrespective of types 
of signals to be compressed and the amount of data , or sampling 
frequencies . 

As a consequence of performing compression as described 
above, in the standard mode, since the input image signal 
of 995 Mbps is converted into that of 664 Mbps by rate conversion, 
which is then compressed to 100 Mbps , the compression rate 
for the signal after the rate conversion is 1/6.6. In the 
high compression mode, on the other hand, since the input 
image signal is converted into that of 332 Mbps by rate 
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conversion, which is then compressed to 50 Mbps , the 
compression rate for the signal after the rate conversion 
is 1/6.6. In other words, the compression rates after rate 
conversion are the same for the both modes. 

As described above, in the image signal encoding method 
of the present invention, for compressing the input image 
signal in two different modes, the numbers of DCT blocks in 
the macro block are made to be the same and the ratio of DCT 
blocks of the brightness and the color-difference signal are 
changed, thereby making it possible to treat the both 
compression modes without increasing the scale of circuits. 

Furthermore , the configuration of macro blocks described 
in this embodiment is one example, and as the number of blocks 
constituting the macro block and the ratio of respective blocks 
of the luminescence signal and the color-difference signal 
therein, other values may be taken. 

Also, with respect to sampling frequencies of the input 
signal, the ratio for rate conversion, the recording rate, 
the assignment of areas in the sync block (for example, how 
to place 7 6 bites in 77 bites, and so forth) and the number 
of macro blocks constituting of a compression unit, the effect 
of the present invention can also be achieved with values 
other than those shown in this embodiment . In a word, a macro 
block structure with consideration given to each compression 
rate is defined so that the number of DCT blocks in the macro 
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block to be recorded is made to be constant, and a rate 
conversion ratio is defined for achieving the macro block 
structure with a predetermined compression rate. 
(Embodiment 2) 

Embodiment 2 of the present invention will be described 
below using drawings. Embodiment 2 of the present invention 
is one example of an image signal encoding device for achieving 
the image signal encoding method of Embodiment 1. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram for illustrating an embodiment of 
a second image signal encoding device of the present invention , 
and in this figure, 201 is an input terminal for inputting 
image signals , 202 is a compressionmode setting device setting 
a compression mode for performing coding, 203 is a filter 
device subjecting the input image signal to rate conversion 
with band limitation, 204 is a shuffling device subjecting 
the input signal to shuffling, 205 is an orthogonal transform 
device subjecting the input signal to discrete cosine 
transformation, 206 is a quantizing device quantizing, the 
input signal, 207 is a variable-length coding device 
subjecting the input signal to variable-length coding, and 
208 is a formatting device performing data placement of the 
input signal in the sync block. Furthermore, the filter 
device 203 is one example of rate converting means of the 
present invention, and the compression mode setting device 
2 02, the shuffling device 2 04, the orthogonal transform 
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dev±ce205, the quantizing device 206, the variable-length 
coding device 207 are one example of encoding means of the 
present invention, and the formatting device 2 08 is one example 
of placing means of the present invention. 

Operations of the image signal encoding device according 
to this embodiment in the above configuration will be 
described . 

First, a compression mode for performing compression 
is set with the compression mode setting device 202, 
information thereof is outputted as mode information to the 
filter device 203 , the shuffling device 204 and the quantizing 
device 206. In the filter device 203, the image signal 
inputted from the input terminal 201 is subjected to rate 
conversion with band limitation in accordance with the 
inputted mode information, and is outputted to the shuffling 
device 204. For the rate conversion here, conversion as 
described in Embodiment 1 is performed. 

Then, in the shuffling device 204, the input signal is 
split into macro blocks of respective modes, followed by 
forming a compression unit from five macro blocks positioned 
separately from one another on the screen based on a pattern 
predetermined for each mode and outputting the compression 
unit. In the orthogonal transform device 205 , the quantizing 
device 206 and the variable-length coding device 207, the 
input compression unit is encoded by applying thereto 



orthogonal transformation, quantization and variable-length 
coding, and is inputted in the formatting device 208. 

Here, it is for the purpose of switching adaptive 
quantization for improving image quality in order to optimize 
the adaptive quantization in each mode that the mode 
information is inputted in the quantizing device 206. The 
formatting device 2 08 places the input encoded image signal 
in a predetermined sync block together with additional 
information. At this time, since the sync block format is 
common, it is not necessary to input mode information. 

As described above, the image signal is split into macro 
blocks corresponding to respective compression modes with 
the filter device 203 and the shuffling device 204, in 
accordance with the compression mode se ( t by the compression 
mode setting device 202 , thereby making it possible to achieve 
by the device same effects as those of Embodiment 1 . 

Furthermore, it is also possible to input mode 
information in the formatting device 208, and change and record 
additional information to be recorded in a fixed position 
of the sync block. In this case, since only a function to 
select information to be recorded according to the compression 
mode is added, there is almost no increase in the circuit 
volume . 

Also, in this embodiment, the assignment of areas in 
the sync block is defined so that a larger number of red color 



sub sync blocks are recorded compared to blue color sub sync 
blocks, whereby image quality during high-speed playback can 
be improved, as described in Embodiment 1 . in this embodiment , 
it is also true that the assignment of areas to the DCT block 
of Cr is, made larger than that of Cb. Still, the ratio of 
each amount of compression assigned to DCT block of Y, DCT 
block of Cr and DCT block of Cb in the sync block is as follows : 
Y : Cr : Cb=5 : 5 : 4 as like as Embodimentl , but also in Embodiment 
2, this effect occurs in response to the assignment of areas 
in the sync block, and the same effect is obtained even in 
cases other than where two types of modes are provided as 
in this embodiment, for example in an image signal encoding 
device operating in only one type of mode, which does not 
require mode setting and the like. In a word, if a larger 
number of codes are assigned to sub sync block of the red 
color than that of the blue color in the sync block, the same 
effect canbe obtained irrespective of signals tobe compressed 
and sampling. 

meanwhile, although in each said Embodiment , the input image 
signals are compressed by using any one of two modes of standard 
mode and high-compression mode , the present invention of image 
signal compression device or image signal compression method 
may compress the input image signals by using of three or 
more compression modes. 



Also, although in each said Embodiment sub macro block and 
sub sync block are DCT block unit, sub macro block or sub 
sync block of the present invention of image signal encoding 
device or image signal encoding method is not limited to the 
format of DCT unit, but can be such block having an unit of 
a predetermined horizontal pixels and vertical lines instead 
of DCT block. Further the compressing method can be DCT 
conversion or WAVELET conversion or the like. 

Also, although in each said Embodiment the number of sub 
macro block in one macro block is equal to the number of sub 
sync block in one sync block and a sub macro block in one 
macro block is corresponding to a sub sync block in one sync 
block (the 1 to 1 correspondence) , the number of sub macro 
blocks of macro block may be different from that of sub sync 
blocks of the sync block corresponding to the above macro 
block . That is , correspondence between the number of sub macro 
block and that of sub sync block can be extended to be m to 
n correspondence (m, n are any natural number , respectively) . 

That is, in the case that n sub sync blocks is made to 
correspond to m sub macro blocks , one virtual sub macro block 
is made to correspond to the m sub macro blocks and one virtual 
sub sync block is made to correspond to the n sub sync blocks . 

By above operation, since the correspondence between one 
virtual sub macro block and one virtual sub sync block become 
1 to 1 correspondence, the compressed data in m to n 



correspondence can be placed as like as above-mentioned 
Embodiments by replacing the coresspondence of the sub macro 
block and the sub sync block in Embodiments with the 
correspondence of virtual sub macro block and virtual sub 
sync block. Meanwhile it is preferable that the number of 
sub sync block in one sync block is same, and the same sync 
block format is used among all compression modes. 

Furthermore , the present invention the present invention 
is a program for making a computer execute all or part of 
the functions of the present invention of image signal encoding 
device, the program operating in collaboration with a 
computer . 

Also, the other aspect of the embodiment in use of the 
program of the present invention may be a mode of being 
transmitted in transmission media, being read by a computer 
and of operating in collaboration with the computer. 

Also, the recording media include ROM or the like, and 
the transmission media includes transmission mechanism such 
as optical fiber or Internet, and further light/radio waves 
and acoustic waves or the like. 

Also, the computer of the present invention referred above 
is not limited pure hardware such as CPU or the like, and 
it may include firmware, operating system, I/O devices and 
peripheral devices . 
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Also, as explained above, the constitution of the present 
invention can be realized by software with easily computer 
or by hardware of electric circuit, logical circuit or the 
like. . 

As is evident from the description above, according to 
the present invention, for compressing input image signals 
by any one of a plurality of compression modes of which 
compression rate is different each other, 

the numbers of sub macro blocks in a macro block are the same 
for the use of all kinds of compression modes, or furthermore 
the ratio of sub macro blocks of between luminescence signals 
and sub macro blocks of color-difference signals is changed, 
whereby the numbers of sub macro blocks in the macro block 
are the same even though the compression mode is changed, 
thus making it possible to treat all said kind of compression 
modes without increasing the scale of circuits. 

Also, according to the present invention, high quality 
images can be obtained during high-speed playback. 
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